Bike Normandy

lan Kerr discovers Normandy isn't flat and boring after all
with great roads, great foods and fascinating WW2 history

and . . . it isn't far away

| &am tha first (o contess that Mormandy in
France has akways (ust bean an anea of
France that | blast throwah withalt
stopping. Flat and banng has bean my
ASSESRMEn!

Thanks to John and Jeanatie Eogleton |
fiave discoverad same ol the bocal histary
and some of the best motorcycling roads
armpahears

The British couple started Bika
Normandy ' alter searching for. good
motoreyeling rosds with few camaras
Hike Mormandy was formed

La Chomp Masss, just twa holrs fram
mnat pors, gffers stunning views from
tha sece of "Hill 262° part of the Falaise
Gap, which was the scene of World War n
Dattles

The old farmhouse offers five double
EN-SullE rooms. John added a garmes
roam, gym, drying room and somewhers
i brew his own cider, A large cow shad
provides secure and dry bike pars ng
outside, separate 1o (ha bike workshop|

Bika Normandy has teamed up with
rationat standard guides 1o affer af

cekands i s F;:;-r_'l\. I"Adige ang 5
Mofmandee arsps cloas by as wall

Ridars -
famy ports whare they arg plcked U and
stary the lirst day’s ride, anding back at
thisir base with a lour course maal

Day two s out and about after

gat themselves 1o one of tha

naad oul for 8 tour of the besches and
seme of the hi sites The Bandit
Wi miowe dawoad of pannaErs, but the
faality was that apant from the lack of

width, it made ittle différence to the

SLOrNcH

reaktast ending up back at base for vl
another massive meal (al meals include
drinksl} before the final day ends back al
Tha port. They now rin soma long
BxCUrsions to otheer areas of Europe also

| booked a right salling frem
Pori '-.-rr'-n-ulr' o Caen ore Bertke ATy f—erru'-5
arranged with & fast erassing back from
Charbourg 10 maximese my time in France

| booked a Suruki 1260 GT Bandit
complele with luggage 85 valug Tor monay
the T af £7149.00 including VAT

Jann and Jéeanstie introdoced me 1o a
sicie ol Mormandy | had nevar met bafore,

John and Jeanette
introduced me to a side
of Normandy | had
never met before, that
of hills, valleys and
sweeping constant
radius bends

Jonmn s rouies 1Ral @vodad the Osays

gaused by normal iounsts, The Bandii

definitely proving 1o be the ideal chotos

evien iy the odd pockets of trailic we i

ACross wheate 1S walkbalancet nalire

il
% TRy 22 miL

that of hills, valleys and SWweeping constant

rediles binds. The pace was swilt and
enjoyable as John quickly gauged my
ahbilities based on hes [imeas an [AM
ghsanar, bul atter sn hout and hall we
stopped for lunch in 8 small calé they use
[ I_"-=|.J| arly

Hawving. aaton and looked around the
nistont town wa headed off for mon
smaoth empty roads, A drop-aif fding
SYSLEM 15 used with large grodips so/that
nobody s pul under pressune 1o fde laster
than they fesl comiortable Howsver, they
oo try 45 far a5 possible Yo get groups of
similar fding ability belorehard and the
paCH & adjusied acoordmghy

Likewise on tha safety fronl sfops
cornE around evary our (o hour and & nall
10 combat redness 55 1he routes g sl
chosen to-maka sure the tytes pat even
woaar all araund 1he carcass and not st
down 1he centra!

Cartainly the Bandit was proving 1o ba
will up 1o the lask, even with fully loaded
panniars and top box and . John
commentated that the farmer wara oftean
quite close 1o the tarmas 81 inmes

Daspite auch open flowing roads
spaad [imits ara ngidly adhoared o
willages and towns 50 85 nol 1o upsel the
WAl @nd attract altention and peapla
wallh boud pipes are abways asked to ride
BCCOrginghy

Thi |ast stop of day o foir e afrar
Iagking &t the stunning Chateat d'0 was
A small chateau that was the site of {1he
st Franch BT MOviE and ons rug,_.l_:_ri.,
izased by film star dohnny Bepp, befors
teng ntroduced o “Le Champ Masgsé
JONN N0 preavitusy SHown me Diciumes of
the views from the houss, bul good
thougn they wena, hey Rad not done thair
nome |ustice neither had hi= descrintion
of the accommodation and facilithes, whis
are excéllant 16 =5y the least

| have atss to =ay the siandar of fead
was Wwell on a par with a Michelin rated
reslaurant and i is &
fpven that bath John and Jearaits hed
Dean oul all oay nidng!

After.a restiul night the hext day s us

N TTHO S BITATNG

prevent [ sver Rappening agant

Vi AE an vwe 53t in 8 nuiet cofice shon

discussing what we had seen. Jahn

trip theras i no set apaenda or locations and

WaE a8l

3 LERE pains o point out that an this three day

grunty 125506 motorn, the bike' s hanadling
oF IS petral consumphon OesmTe. Do
reguliirly run up and doswn 1S mEor sharp
si-speed gedarboy

Ag-a resdlt of runmng these tnps for
QN years Jann IS now a highly
accomplished tour guide and his
kncwveledage of the mportant sitas s
gxcellent, S0, we starded al Pegasus
Bridge which crosees the Caen Canal at

miada évian titanns ] [l:{‘.’l:u“"

Tha US cametaery with
(i any cdirechion of 10,000 white
3 pEplgnaton of

1S Dartscy linss
ErosSas
alang with the msians
whal wanl on nas gotl 1o ba one of 1ha
most sobenng sghis anywhere in the
wiatld, The sound of the single bugle vwas
poignant o say the vand least and mayba
pleces lika this should be compulsory
wienwing for eveny school child in Europe to

rouies Can Do vEnNed acComtimg 1R C Hant &

wanhes, port ol arfival and even wenthae
Fram thera i was back to hase and

after & ot shower in the wall

1T ¥aE

appainied
FCCOmmuIaation vl anathar four
eourss meal

Tha |ast day-saw 8 slight improvemant
in the weasather 85 we used & short stretch
of motondsry [The only time we did) to
reach the very picturesgue port of

Benouvite, this being the anly bndge that
ine aties kapl opan 10 8l Troops 10
gross on DDay in 1944
The onginat bridge 5 presarved ina
mLRELIm naxt ta 1he point wihala tha new
bred e canmas trallie ang this el |'i1—~'L full
SCAlE MoCE-Up af one of the Herse i ol
that made caplure passile
From here e continded 16 the sgaside
towin of Arremanches o sae tha remains
| of the Noating harkour that was towed
from Blighty (o gove our brave boys a8
| fighting chance as thay cama up Tha
beaches, Thers 5a 360 degrés musawum
nafs wWhich CivES A Trie Insght intg TR
fhorrors of wai
After lunch we went back up totha
| cliite o inspect Some ol the emairmng
guns thatl formed part of the coastal
;|||||.-\.|--.,|.\_ fefare hoaadin .-i diosam ta Tha
Amernican Camaten) behind tha Dmaha
BEach Whera the Amencan Land mgs 100 k
prlEce
Despiie ihere being plenty of touriat

=ana dymEnng You, | wWas g atatld o

AH Juibifuai e BOuaL)

"|'-r|1||I'1'I.| wilwarn John often maets ol
Wil fipve used the Le Harve croseinn

This v DDLUl vBary Bl

tnckgife cplae
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WOTD DCa S0 8Tl 2
puktk cofioes (n 8 orveall B ma R FEE] i

aced ouUl 1o folkow the rver Saing o

RS r'.‘_'.‘! AlEra 1hie sweadinn faad coold
O 080 MOy Ihalched collsoe
'|i'~" ined 10 Mugtrato hormandy
| 1SECTLe ol Th COUTeY oS hures

Miore excallant roads brought us ton

ik .l.dr|"|'|-\.i""l,'\"'l'_.'l_.L Fan | car Tal il g e g
|‘||| T of Somo of tha 1imd 1 BT |
g

FoU coun wakh 1o hind amaahore, Alled &

~over from just £50

cotied wa panted compeny leaving ma e

SECINCHEST O 1nes WOl EEEIT e EADER MO
wrhich | must soy is hard to Tsult

1250 5T = olso hara 1o fault
a2k 3 good all-roundst wath a spaclication
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Thie SuzLrk stance

thiat will suit 2t & side Assislance
mmdgets and complex tech |._-:J. Hading
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tha anly '..I'-I'EF- ;
an adjusiable screen and heated grips
ittt sl e ol il g e g » Caravan/Trailers and
zash left 10 have these added for
all year round use
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